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Mecca, persecuted for his faith in One God. It has
been followed by other Muslims who have wished
to throw off the yoke. But to Mahatma Gandhi
belongs the credit of reviving it in our modern
times and we are proud to follow him as our leader
in such a non-violent struggle/'
It is not denied that the dispute among the rank
and file of Hindus and Muslims still goes on. The
bitterness of it breaks out into noting and bloodshed.
But great leaders like Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
are altogether free from such fanaticism, and their
influence among their own communities will in the
end prevail. Mahatma Gandhi also is completely
free from it, from the Hindu side. His influence,
among his own followers, is still supreme and he is
gradually breaking down the mass-prejudice of
illiterate Hindus against their Muslim neighbours.
One supreme question remains, which the British
rulers have to answer to their own consciences
every day of their lives, so long as they hold sway
in India. Do they quite consistently, in thought and
word and deed, seek to promote harmony and peace
between Muslims and Hindus? It is not enough
for those in authority merely to act as policemen
when trouble breaks out. They stand in such a
critical position, as a third party, that even the
suspicion of partiality for one side or the other
inflames strife.
In many parts of the world, and not in India
only, this difficult attitude of mediation has been
forced upon British administrators who have gone